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25 Year Pins Awarded to Members from NRHS

At the February 22, 2011 CPH Chapter Meet- jfji?”’“""j‘"‘“/
ing the following members received their 25 | 2 ¢ *
year Anniversary pin from NRHS: N 7).

1 Charles Aurand, Gettysburg, PA

1 Peggy Chandler, Hurricane, WV

1 Sylvia Gardner, Russell, KY

1 Frederick Goodman, Columbus, OH

1 Timothy Hensley, Kenova, WV

1 John Kovalo, Bainbridge, OH

1 James Layne lll, Franklin Furnace, OH
1 Helen Null, Gallipolis, OH

1 Betty Weaver, Huntington, WV

1 Charles Young Il, St. Albans, WV

Congratulations to everyone! Those not present will
have their pin and letter mailed to them.



Calendar of Events

MAR 2011

MAR 08 7:30 P.M. BOARD MEETING CPH MAIN OFFICE
MAR 09 811 GREENBRIER OVERNIGHT TRIP (FLYER ON PAGE 5)
MAR 12 7 P.M. NARRATOR DINNER CPH MAIN OFFICE

MAR 13 DAY LIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

MAR 19 CPH GREENBO TRAIN SHOW 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.

MAR 20 CPH GREENBO TRAIN SHOW 9 AM. - 4 P.M.

MAR 22 7:30 P.M. CPH CHAPTER MEETING CPH MAIN OFFICE

MAR 27 - 30 CHERRY BLOSSOM EXPRESS, WASHINGTON, D.C.
APRIL 2011

APR1,2&3 CPH MODEL RR CLUB TRAIN SHOW  DUNBAR, WV
APR 10 GREENBRIER RAIL/MOTORCOACH TRIP

APR 12 7:30 P.M. BOARD MEETING CPH MAIN OFFICE
APR 24 EASTER SUNDAY

APR 26 7:30 P.M. CPH CHAPTER MEETING ST. ALBANS DEPOT, ST. ALBANS, WV

2011 Contact Information

President
Walter Cavender 304 -776-3469

Vice President
Bill Gillespie

304-755-5072

Secretary
Karol Cavender 304 -776-3469

Treasurer
Ramona Webb 606 -324-8005

Directors
Brian Cavender 304 -727-5133

Ernie Clay 304-429-1432
Duane Legg 304 -545-0802
Skip Reinhard 606 -325-9453
David Webb 606 -324-8005

Executive Director,
Trip Director, NRHS Director
Don Maxwell 606 -831-9035

Volunteer Advocate,
Membership Chairperson
Linda Bush 304-545-6940

MARCH 2011

Museum Curator and

Greenbo Show Coordinator

Dale Smith 740 -532-6102
Email:conan56 @sbcglobal.net

Museum Supervisor

Roger Young 304 -743-7253

South Yard Superintendent

of Equipment

Bill Conley 740-867-5615

Building Supervisor

Don Weaver 304 -529-4470

Greetings Correspondence,
Condolence Flowers,
Huntington (West)

Call the CPH Office

Condolence Flowers for
Charleston

Chris Cavender 304 -776-
3469

Gondola Gazette Editor
Alesea Smith 740 -532-6102
Email: editorgg@yahoo.com

Amtrak Narration Program
Larry Kidd 304-776-7482

CPH Chaplain
Bob Withers

304 -522-2046

Food Service Overseer
Duane Legg 304 -545-0802

Inspector General
Fred Tillis, Jr. 304744-7339
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‘2011 Super

oTacobod

Par

Bowl

Left: The com-
mercials are
sometimes bet-
ter than the

Wy game! Dale &
B4 '/ ‘&s o Alesea Smith,
I ¥ John & Mary
Childers, Susar
Young and

&7 Christina Chil-
ders

Left: Don
Maxwell,
AThe
are losing!
(Perhaps he
was routing
for the
wrong team!

S

THANK YOU TINA FOR

t eel

Ri ght :
first down at
the second
table (Subject
Dale Smith-
This is what
happens whe
you tip your
chair back todg
far!)

Right:
Rhpnga &
Eddie
Combs.
(Were they
for the
Steelers?
Or the
Packers?)

THE TACOS! AND TO

EVERYONE ELSE THA
BROUGHT FOQOD!

Volunteers Needed for Tri
Railroad Show at Greenbo Lake Resort Park

- State Model

We still need volunteers!

In particular we need help for Suzie in

the food trailer on Sunday from 10 a.m.

-4 p.m. You may call

Suzie at home 304-743-7253. Thank you in advance to everyone

that has volunteered!

Dues

We have had 230 members renew their membership to date
with 71 members yet to contact us concerning renewal.
contact your friends and relatives and make sure they have sent

in their dues. The 2011 Annual CPH Dues must be paid by March

1st,
GONDOLA GAZETTE 3
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NEW Dlsplay for New Rlver Train & CPH

CHERRY BLos
\Pﬂrqg
~ o WasHINGION DC
| CoLLIS P HIATINGTON RAll
M coap HISTORICAL SOCIETY. INC
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BE6G-638-7487
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Grorde, | Gl

IWIN TWO FREE TRKETS bl ot s
FRIRUARY B THI YO

These are phot os of the new train Display
nice!ll ...they did a great job on it. | believe they plan to have it at Greenbo Lake

for everyone to see. It has CPH info, New River Train, Greenbrier, New York and
Washington, DC trip information and can be "updated" by changing out the "panels”

as they change. They also bring a few railroad items for viewing and catches atten-

tion and interest.

Submitted by Greig Goodall
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Midwest High Speed Rail Association

Transforming the Midwest by Transforming Travel

Vice President Joe Biden today proposed a new comprehensive plan that will

help the nation reach President Obama's goal of giving 80 percent of Americans
access to high -speed rail within 25 years, as outlined in his State of the Union ad-
dress.

The proposal would place high  -speed rail on equal footing with other surface
transportation programs by dedicating $53 billion over six years to continue con-
struction of a national high -speed and intercity passenger rail network. The Vice
President outlined several tiers of interconnected train service, including 125mph
to 250+mph Core Express corridors and 90 -125mph Regional corridors.

The Obama administration is delivering on its promise to make high -speed rail a
national priority. The president's plan would put America on the right track to both
upgrade current Amtrak service and lay the groundwork for bullet trains in excess

of 200 miles per hour like those in Europe, Japan and China.

We must be bold and ambitious. We urge Congress to approve the president's
proposed funding to create a clean, efficient transportation network that creates
green jobs right here in America.

Tell your elected leaders you support President Obama's vision for the 21st century
by visiting MidwestHSR.org . Learn more at MidwestHSR.org

Live Steamers in Florida and FREE Magnificent Train Sounds

If you are anywhere near Largo, FL the first weekend of most months be sure to
visit Largo City Park and enjoy multiple live steamers and diesels operating

there. The club has a permanent large amount of track in the park and  gives
free rides to all comers.

Oentra/ R
o <,

Visit their web site at www.lcrailroad.com  for more info ,9 7

and to listen to train locomotive sounds. There are 31
American Steam sounds, 9 Box cab electrics and 12
American Diesel sounds for your listening pleasure.

Submitted by Don Maxwell &st 1090
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http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=B6SIDKy0spyI9IVbAsp4%2BfcdCnE4Ex%2BX
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=wzQ%2F%2BP6Mq2QF%2BcVGfSLUgvcdCnE4Ex%2BX
http://www.lcrailroad.com/htm/home.html

Obituaries

CUSHINE, JR., DONALD

MIDDLETOWN, DE Donald E. Cushine, Jr. "Cush" was called
home on February 9, surrounded by his family. Don was born
in Troy, Ny and resided in Middletown, DE. Don was a gradu-
ate of St. Francis deSales School, Catholic Central High School
and SUNY Brockport. He was predeceased by his father Don-
ald E. Cushine, Sr. and his mother Mary (Banks) Haughney.
Don began his 33 year career at Amtrak as a track laborer ris-
ing to oversee special train operations. Don was awarded Amtrak's Presidential
Achievement Award three times during his tenure. It was his people relation skills
and compassion for others that quickly earned the respect of many. Don is sur-
vived by his loving wife Evvie (Phelps), and the pride of his life, his sons, Colin
and Connor.

Note from Don Maxwell : Donald was a special friend to the Chapter with our

Amtrak trips.

| GLENN E. BRENDEI71, of New Haven, died on Tues-
day, Feb. 22, 2011, 10:01 p.m., at his residence. Born
Jan. 6, 1940, in Fort Wayne, he was the son of the late
Glenn J. Brendel and Evelyn M. Norris Brendel. He

. served in the Indiana Air National Guard in Audio Vis-
~ ual Services, retiring after 25+ years of service in 1994.
‘i?; He was past president of the Fort Wayne Railroad His-
. torical Society and a member of F&AM Lodge in Spen-
, cerville, Ind. Surviving are his son, Todd A. (Amy)
Brendel of Bartlett, IL and grandchildren, Matthew and
Jacob Brendel of Bartlett, IlI.

Arrangements by Klaehn, Fahl & Melton Funeral Home,
www.klaehnfahimeltonfunerals.com

Note from Don Maxwell : Many of our members knew Glenn from our days
working with the 765 on the New River Trains.
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2011 CPH Excursions

Greenbrier Rail/Motorcoach Guided Trip

$209 per person
Apr 10 Sunday
May 20  Friday
Jul 17 Sunday

Sep 25  Sunday
Oct 05 Wednesday
Dec 14  Wednesday

Greenbrier 3 Day, 2 Night Railroad Trip

$639 Double, $739 Single
Mar 09 - Wednesday -
Mar 11 Friday

Cherry Blossom Epress, Washington, D.C.

$709 per person
Mar 27 - Sunday
Mar 30 Wednesday

Greenbrier Overnight Rail/Motorcoach

$279 Double, $379 Single
May 01 - Sunday
May 02  Monday

New York City Bound

$699 per person
Jun 05 - Sunday
Jun 08 Wednesday

Philadelphia Trip
$699 per person
Jul 24 - Sunday
Jul 27 Wednesday

GONDOLA GAZETTE 7

Obama calls for $53B
for high-speed rail’

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama is call-
ing for a six-year, $53 billion
spending plan for high-speed
rail, as he seeks to use infra-
structure spending to jump-
start job creation.

An initial $8 billion in
spending will be part of the
budget plan Obama is set to
release Monday. If Congress
approves the pian, the money
would go toward develop-
ing or improving trains that
travel up to 250 mph, and
connecting existing rail lines
to new projects. The White
House wouldn't say where
the money for the rest of the
program would come from,
though it’s likely Obama

would seek funding inf future

budgets or transportation
bills,

Obama'’s push for high-
speed rail spending is part
of his broad goal of creating
jobs in the short-term and
increasing American com-
petitiveness for the future
through new funding for
infrastructure, education
and innovation. During last
month's State of the Union
address, Obama said he
wanted to give 80 percent of
Americans access to high-
speed rail within 25 years.
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Steam Photo Special on the Western
Maryland Scenic RR Benefits Caboose
Restoration

An April 30th Steam Photo Freight Special on the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad
(WMSR) will offer outstanding video and photographic opportunities for serious railfan
photographers. Extensive tree cutting and brush clearing has created several new

and exciting photo locations along the sixteen miles of track from Cumberland to
Frostburg, Maryland. The star performer will be the beautiful 1916, Baldwin -built, 2 -8-0
known as " Mountain Thunder ." When she attacks the nearly three per cent grades you
will understand how she acquired her name! Dressed in a Western Maryland paint
scheme complete with a fireball emblem, this ex -Lake Superior and Ishpeming loco-
motive looks very much at home on the old Western Maryland right -of-way. The
freight train will consist of ten vintage freight cars and a caboose. Passengers will ride

in a coach and a dining car that are dropped for the photo runbys using a Western
Maryland GP -30 diesel. Complimentary muffins, hot chocolate, tea and coffee will be
served. The trip will feature about 25 photo runbys. Cab rides will be available in both
the steam and diesel locomotives.

This trip is a fundraiser to repair and restore WMSR caboose # 1906, which will

be named in honor of WMSR's famed conductor, Richard E. Markle, who passed
away last year. The caboose was damaged in a switching accident in 2005. When
finished, its interior will display photos and memorabilia of Richard. This Photo Special
will be the inaugural run of the  Richard E. Markle caboose. The trip is a joint effort of
the Western Maryland Scenic Railroad and the Carl Franz Photo Special staff. This is
their 45t special on the WMSR. For those who would like to support this great cause,

but are unable to attend, donations for the caboose restoration can be made by

sending a check made payable to the WMSR to the address given below or to The
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad, 13 Canal Street, Cumberland, MD 21502; Attn. Ms.
Tonya Wright.

The special leaves the WMSR depot in downtown Cumberland at 7:30 AM and returns
at 5:30 PM. The cost of the trip is $189.00. An optional lunch will be served in the Frost-
burg depot. Entrees are Beef and Turkey. Cost is $11.00.

You can reserve a seat on this limited capacity trip by calling Carl Franz at 1 -240-720-
8686 or sending an e -mail to: cmfrr@aol.com. Postal address is: Carl Franz, 16620 Shea
Lane, Gaithersburg, MD 20877. A trip flier will be sent to you that provides a motel rec-
ommendation, directions to the Cumberland, MD, train station, additional trip infor-

mation as well as the registration form. Tickets can also be purchased at the WMSR of-

fices, suite 303, in the Cumberland station.
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Heartland Travel Show a Success

Don Maxwell and Chris Lockwood attended the recent Heartland Travel Show in
Detroit, MI as part of our annual effort to reach Travel Planners, Tour Operators,
and Group Leaders to promote the New River Train Excursions and Greenbrier

trips.

The three day show allowed us to display our new free standing display de-
signed by Joe Rosenthal of our Chapter.

There were forty -two individuals representing the aforementioned entities which was above
average for the show exhibitors. One order was taken for this year, but many indicated they
would be planning trips in 2012 which is the norm for this type show.

The 2012 Heartland Travel Showcase will be hosted by Knoxville, TN.

New River Train 2011

The 2011 Brochures and rack
cards are now available at the of-
Vel ficel The office has sold over

- JPau/m 1100 New River Train tickets which
. EXxvursfoNs includes 20 motorcoach groups.

Since 1966

Do you have an interesting
railroad artifact?

Chad Fannin found this down the road from his
house in a man's yard with a tree growing

around it. The man gave it to him and he

painted it. It's a milepost marker from the RR in
front of his house. One side says Portsmouth 14
and the other side has H (Hamden) 42. Yes, it
was on the B&O line that ran in front of the

house.

Shelly Fannin

GONDOLA GAZETTE 9 MARCH 2011



2011 Cass Railfan Weekend

Ticket Order Form
Name Phone #
Address
City State Zip
Phone and/or E-mail
Railfan Weekend Tickets:
__X$200 Full Saturday/Sunday package S
___X$100  Sunday trip only (there are no Saturday-only tickets) S

Breakfast at the Cass Firehouse:
___ X% Saturday (sausage biscuit or bacon/egg/cheese biscuit, fruit, coffee, juice)
____X$%6 Sunday (pancakes,\ sausage, coffee, juice)
Friday Dinner at the Cass Shop:
___X$7.50 (pork BBQ, coleslaw, chips, dessert, and a drink) $

Saturday Community Dinner: ' : N

—X$12 Saturday: All-you-can-eat Logger's Buffet dinner at the Cass Community Center $
(ham, fried apples, green beans, comn, drink, dessert, and salad)

Make checks payable to Cass Scenic Railroad TOTAL ENCLOSED $
Checks must be in $US and drawn on a U. S. bank.

You may also pay by credit card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express) or debit card:

Name on card (please print):

Card number; Expiration:

signature;

e Tickets may be ordered by phone using your credit/debit card. Just call 1-800-225-5982 (toll free)
or 304-456-4300 and ask for the Cass Scenic Railroad. Office hours are Monday - Saturday 8:30
am - 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

_ . . Correction

e If you prefer, mail your ticket order to:
Railfan Weekend The Railfan Weekend brochure has an
Cass Scenic Railroad error in the information on reserving a
PO Box 107 room at the Inn at Snowshoe. The
Cass, WV 24927 “Group Code” should be 50R76B.
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Amtrak 40 th Anniversary Celebration

Submitted by Larry Kidd

In addition to AMTK 145 being painted in the Phase Il
scheme, which debuted in 1979, three other locomo- W

tives will be painted for the 40th anniversary. AMTK 156 AMT RAH
will wear the Phase | scheme, introduced in 1972, with
a red nose and a large Amtrak arrow logo on its side.
AMTK 66 will wear the Phase Il scheme, which debuted Happy

in 1975, with large red and blue stripes flanking a small 40th
white pinstripe. AMTK 184 will wear the Phase IV paint .

scheme, introduced in 1993, featuring a large blue Annlversary
stripe beneath red and white pinstripes. AMTK 163 will Amtrak!
represent today's Phase V scheme introduces in 2001

with the debut of Amtrak's Acela train sets. Hopefully these locomotives will see ser-
vice on the Cardinal and we will be able to get pictures of them.

Cardinal On -Time Performance JAN. 2010

PO50 had a 23.1% on -time average for January. Track and signals and op-
erational issues on CSX were the primary causes of delay. PO51 had a 76.9%
on -time average for January. Train interference on CSX and passenger is-
sues on Buckingham Branch Railroad were the primary causes of delay.

Submitted by Larry Kidd

Amtrak Narrator s DIl nne

\JL "4

All CPH Amtrak Narrators, and those interested in becoming narrators, are invited to a
dinner and meeting at World Headquarters on Saturday, March 12 @ 7:00 PM. Din-
ner will start at 7 p.m. followed by the meeting. If you are a narrator or interested in
becoming a narrator, please plan to attend. Your RSVP will be needed by March 5th.
All Officers and Board Members are invited to attend. Please call or email your RSVP
to Larry Kidd at 304.776.7482 or e-mail him at musicnme@suddenlink.net.

GONDOLA GAZETTE 11 MARCH 2011


http://us.mc304.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=musicnme@suddenlink.net

Peg Chandler: Willing worker _I

By BOB WITHERS
Chapter historian

Chapter member Peg Chandler
turned 80 in November, but you wouldn't
know it by watching her. For more than
two decades, she has served the society
in a variety of ways and in an extraordi-
nary manner.

Peg and her husband, Keith, be-
came acquainted with the chapter
when they rode the 1986 New River Train,
which was powered by the Fort Wayne
(Indiana) Historical Society's ex -NKP Berk-
shire 765. Dewey and Pat Yates were
their car hosts, and Pat gave them a
membership application that they
promptly filled out. The first meeting they
attended was the annual dinner meet-
ing at the Bonanza Sirloin Pit at 3100 U.S.

60 East on May 26, 1987. Picture by Larry Moore, CPH Photographer

Before the excursion to Hinton,
Peg had never been on a train 0 and she hadn't seen many of them, either! The Can-
ada, Ky., native's father, Leonard Collins, was in the coal business 0 and she often
watched as he backed up his truck to a loadout in Belfry, Ky., each day and loaded six
to eight hopper cars with coal.

oWhen | was a child, my father pulled cars o
Peg, who nevertheless kept her distance from th
any farther than | <could see out. o

So how did she become so interested in trains?

OoKeith was a railroad nut because his dad wo
says. oOoOHe |l oved it. And | wanted to do what he

Keith and Peg became active in the chapter immediately. They attended every
membership meeting & and every board meeting when Keith was on the board. After
he died on 1990, Peg filled his seat on the board for several years.

They worked on every New River Train, too.
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Peg Chandler (continueq)

OWe were in souvenirs unti/l he passed away, O
tion opposite the food concession in car 125, the City of Hinton, a 60-foot former Army
kitchen car that came from the South Branch Val
continue a couple of years afterward, but | cou

Peg worked at the outdoor museum, too. She mowed the grass and greeted visitors
on every other Sunday afternoon.

She helped Roger Young and Cleo Midkiff paint ex -Chessie System caboose 90665.
Roger painted the ends, Cleo painted the roof, and Peg painted the sides 0 by standing
on a ladder perched on a baggage cart.

oYou couldn'"t just paint up and down, 6 she s
every bolt with a brush. o

She also offered museum visitors rides on the chapter's vintage handcar.
ol was the brakeman, 0 she says. 0l worked it

After she gave up the New River Train's souvenir stand, she became a car host in the
NYC 38. That meant it was her responsibility to serve lunches to up to 40 car hosts and rail-
road personnel during the layovers in Hinton.

0The first few years, I bought the food myse
er al members a grocery | ist and had them provid

She slept on an air mattress on the floor of the car on Friday and Saturday nights.

ol would work for a couple of hours cooking
fore | went to bed, 6 she remembers.

And when that work became too much for her a couple of years ago, she became
a car host in the coaches, where she still serves today.

Peg also has been active at the model railroad show at Greenbo Lake State Resort
Park near Argillite, Ky. & first selling souvenirs and now working the front table. And she still
takes along her chocolate fudge.

Don Maxwell, the chapter's executive director and national director, wishes the so-
ciety had many more members | ike Peg. 0She an
chapter's activities, 6 he says. O0And after Keit
whenever the NYC 38 was operating 08 making curtains and chair covers and bringing her
famous lemon pies for special events. She is one of the most active members in chapter
history. 6
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