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2011  

Gondola Gazette  

C o l l i s  P .  

H u n t i n g t o n  

R a i l r o a d  

H i s t o r i c a l  

S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

 

We want to assure you that you are appreciated!  It is time 

to renew your 2011 membership in the Collis P. Huntington 

Railroad Historical Society, Inc.  We encourage you to      

renew when you get this notice, if you have not already 

done so!  (Any extra contribution would be greatly          

appreciated and will be used for the many projects that 

are ongoing at CPH.)   

 

Your membership shows others that you support our preservation of railroad   

history in the Tri -State.  We value your continued support of CPH and we         

encourage you to renew.  Thank you!  

Itõs that time again!  Time to pay dues! 

Please contact Dale Smith (Contact Information on page 2) or the 

CPH Office if you would like to volunteer for the Railroad Show this 

year.  Thanks!  

Volunteers Needed for Tri -State Model 

Railroad Show at Greenbo Lake Resort Park  

Did you notice that the NRHS emblem has been re-

moved from their website: http://www.nrhs.com?  
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JAN 2011 

JAN 01    NEW YEARõS DAY   Banks/Post Office Closed  

JAN 18 7:30 P.M.  BOARD MEETING   CPH MAIN OFFICE 

JAN 25 7:30 P.M.  CPH CHAPTER MEETING DEPOT, ST. ALBANS, WV  

           
 

FEB 2011 

FEB 06 5:30 P.M.  SUPER òTACOó BOWL PARTY CPH MAIN OFFICE 

FEB 08 7:30 P.M.  BOARD MEETING   CPH MAIN OFFICE 

FEB 13    GREENBRIER TRIP    by Rail/Motor Coach  
FEB 21     PRESIDENTõS DAY   Banks/Post Office Closed  

FEB 22 7:30 P.M.  CPH CHAPTER MEETING CPH MAIN OFFICE 

 
 

Calendar of Events  

President  

Walter Cavender  304 -776-3469 

 
Immediate Past President  

Steve Ferrell          304-429-1548 
 

Vice President  

Bill Gillespie          304-755-5072 
 

Secretary  

Karol Cavender   304 -776-3469 
 

Treasurer 

Ramona Webb    606 -324-8005 
 

Directors  

Brian Cavender   304 -727-5133 

Ernie  Clay            304-429-1432                  

Duane Legg         304 -545-0802 

Skip Reinhard       606 -325-9453 

David Webb        606 -324-8005 
 

Executive Director,  

Trip Director, NRHS Director  

Don Maxwell        606 -325-8035 

 
 

Volunteer Advocate,  

Membership Chairperson  

Linda Bush      304-545-6940 

 
Museum Curator  

Greenbo Show Coordinator  

Dale Smith        740 -532-6102 

Email:conan56@sbcglobal.net  

 

Museum Supervisor  

Roger Young    304 -743-7253 
 

South Yard Superintendent 

of Equipment  

Bill Conley        740 -867-5615 
 

Building Supervisor  

Don Weaver    304 -529-4470 
 

Greetings Correspondence,  

Condolence Flowers,  

Huntington (West)  

Alesea Smith     740 -532-6102 

   or call the CPH Office  

 
 

Condolence Flowers for  

Charleston  

Chris Cavender  304 -776-3469 
 

Gondola Gazette Editor  

Alesea Smith     740 -532-6102 

Email: editorgg@yahoo.com  
 

Amtrak Narration Program  

Larry Kidd          304 -776-7482 

 
CPH Chaplain  

Bob Withers       304 -522-2046 

 
Food Service Overseer  

Duane Legg     304 -545-0802 

Contact Informat ion - 2011 

Please note 

change of date for 

JANUARY Board 

Meeting!  
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        ôTwas the day after 

Christmas, and all through 

the house, 

every creature 

was hurting --

even the 

mouse.  

  

        The toys were broken, 

their batteries dead; Santa 

passed out, with 

some ice on his 

head.  

  

        Wrapping 

and ribbons just covered 

the floor, while upstairs the 

family continued to snore.  

  

        And I in my T -

shirt, new Reeboks 

and jeans, went to 

the kitchen and 

started to clean.  

  

        When out on the lawn 

there arose such a clatter, I 

sprang from the sink to see 

what was the matter.  

  

        Away to the window I 

flew like a flash, tore open 

the curtains, and threw up 

the sash.  

  

        When what to my won-

dering eyes should appear, 

but a little white truck, with 

an over-

sized mir-

ror. 

         

 

The driver 

was smil-

ing, so lively and grand; the 

patch on his 

jacket said 

"U.S Post-

man".  

  

        With a handful of bills, 

he grinned like a fox. Then 

quickly he stuffed them into 

our mailbox.  

  

        Bill after bill, after bill, 

they still came.  Whistling 

and shouting he called 

them by name.  

  

        "Now 

Dillard's, now 

Wal -Mart, now Penney's 

and Sears, here's Home De-

pot and Target 

and Macy's --all 

here!  

  

        To the tip or your limit, 

every store, every mall, now 

charge -away, charge -

away, charge -away all!"  

 

        He whooped and he 

whistled as he drove down 

the road, driving much 

faster with just half a load.  

  

        Then I heard him ex-

claim with great holiday 

cheer,  "Enjoy what you got! 

You'll be paying all year!"  

U.S. POSTMAN 

SOMEWHERE, 

U.S.A. 

ôTwas the day AFTER Christmas (Senior News)  

The new rules and regulation for Collis P. Huntington Railroad Society, Inc. have been  

approved by the Board of Directors at a recent meeting.  Please sign and return to the  

office by Saturday, January 15th.   

Mailing address:   CPH, P.O. Box 393, Huntington, WV 25708 -0393 

New Standards of Conduct for all members & 

Code of Ethics for Director, Officers and 

Committee Chairs  
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Balcony Falls Virginia   Submitted by Greig Goodall  

C&O's - Balcony Falls, Virginia  

Just outside the George       

Washington National Forest off 

Highway 130, Balcony Falls is a 

small community 10 miles south 

of Lexington, Virginia. Balcony 

Falls is adjacent to the city of 

Glasgow in the Shenandoah  

Valley in Rockbridge County, lo-

cated at the confluence of the 

James and Maury Rivers.  

 

The passenger railroad station originally built by 

the C&O here still stands, owned by CSX.   The bag-

gage section today is used by maintenance way 

crews and used for storage.   Also the concrete 

coaling station and steel water tank look as if they 

could service a steam locomotive today.   This fa-

cility is about the half way point for coal and water 

fueling between Clifton Forge and Gladstone,    

Virginia on the former Chesapeake and Ohio, 

James River Subdivision.  

A reminder to all CPH 

Members:  The new code 

of ethics and standards of 

conduct that you received in 

the mail need to be signed 

by you and returned to the 

office by January 15, 2011.  
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(Sorry, no discount for  

CPH Members.)  
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Thanks to my brother 

in law, I have had the op-

portunity to read a book 

published in October 

2009 titled, Waiting on a 

Train, The embattled Future 

of Passenger Rail Ser-

vice ,  This book covered an 

entire year  riding all of     

Amtrak's trains.    

  

Written by  James 

McCommons, it is in my 

opinion,  by far, the best 

book regarding today's   

passenger trains in the U.S. I 

have  read.   It covers the en-

tire Amtrak system  

giving  the good, the bad 

and the indifferent to its   

existence.    

  

James meets with the 

most knowledgeable rail 

persons of the day such as 

Jim McClelland,  Jim     

Boardman, David Gunn, 

Mike Dukakis, Tom Downs, 

Gil Carmichael, and many, 

many more. He covers the 

various presidential positions 

on rail from Nixon all the 

way to Obama and his   

emphasis on high speed 

rail.  He covers the interest 

groups who either fight 

against Amtrak or for it;    

including  NARP, the Mid-

west High Speed Rail Au-

thority  along with the FRA 

and some of the  mainline 

Class I's themselves exclud-

ing Union Pacific who did 

not want to contribute.    

  

There are  frank discus-

sions regarding the past, 

present and future of pas-

senger rail in America.   Start-

ing with the poorly con-

ceived concept of Amtrak, 

he covers everything from 

its startup to 13 hour late 

trains, hodgepodge equip-

ment from all the startup 

railroads, the shenanigans 

pulled by the  head of 

Southwest  airlines to destroy 

any hopes of  high speed 

rail in Texas. The arrogance 

of railfans and the attitudes 

of the staff and some of the 

narrators who ride the trains. 

Also covered is the loss of 

Florida HSR due to politics 

and economic mismanage-

ment.  

   

He ventures into 

the  forward thinking of 

states like California and 

North Carolina, the   

Downeaster and Seattle ser-

vice to Vancouver.   Yes, 

there is ample coverage of 

the NEC.   

  

If nothing above inter-

ests you as far as Amtrak 

goes; you might want 

to  read his  experiences on 

the  various trains, some of 

them will make you laugh 

out loud such as  his descrip-

tion of some of the people 

on  the Texas Eagle.   He 

states that he had the feel-

ing of one in the audience 

of a Jerry Springer Show.    

  

Did I find any mis-

takes? Yes, one which is  

major if you are the     

Greenbrier  Resort and in 

West Virginia.   In his book he 

gives a great description of 

Mr. Gleason who is the con-

ductor on that portion of 

Amtrak; he says that the 

conductor calls out Clifton 

when he reaches the stop 

for the Greenbrier.   Clifton 

Forge is probably another 

45 minutes away in Virginia 

and White Sulphur Springs is 

in WV where the Greenbrier 

(Continued on page 7) 

To All Persons interested in U.S. Passenger Rail 

and its preservation (Book Review by Don Mills, CPH Member)  
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exists.  He mentions that 

Kentucky spends $7million of 

state monies for stations and 

services for Amtrak on 

freight lines with 7,000 riding 

the train annually.  (I would 

have questioned that as it is 

not obvious along the route 

of the Cardinal.  Maybe all 

of it was spent in Paducah 

on the City of New Or-

leans.)  He totally overlooks 

that in WV alone the figure 

for riding the Cardinal is 

double Kentuckyõs figure. 

(The Capitol Limited serves 

the Eastern Panhandle in 

WV and is a daily train while 

the Cardinal is tri -

weekly.)   He parrots what 

every political and train per-

son in the country says 

when he states,  "the Cardi-

nal would not exist if it were 

not for former U.S. Senator 

Byrdó, which everyone in 

WV knows is true.    Saying 

that,  he did not bother to 

ask anyone along the route 

of its importance to the 

people who live along the 

route.   He failed to mention 

or did not know that the 

Cardinal serves Beckley, 

(through its Prince station 

the last C&O station built) 

and the two largest cities in 

WV that being Huntington 

and Charleston.  

 

I can say that the 

Cardinal is just as important 

to us as it is the Empire 

Builder to the people of 

Montana.   It seems that the 

two tri -weekly trains the Car-

dinal and the Sunset limited 

are the only trains that did 

not rate a chapter in his 

book.  

 

I also didn't like it that 

his feeling for the Cardinal 

was such that he gives it a 

listing in the Epilogue and 

not an individual chapter.    

 

While he is correct in 

that the  Cardinal will not be 

one of the major trains in this 

country, it does connect 

with some major cities such 

as Cincinnati, Indianapolis 

and Chicago.    If ( I am not 

holding my breath) Ohio 

gets off its kiester  and 

moves in a positive direction 

with the 3 -C corridor, 

the  Cardinal will be an even 

more important player as it 

will become a daily and 

have connections with the 

center of Ohio.  (For those 

who don't know, most of the 

upper portion of Ohio has 

heredity roots  in Kentucky 

and WV as this is where so 

called hillbillies went to work 

during the World Wars.   All 

one has to do is travel down 

I-71 and I -77 over the holi-

days to see traffic rival any 

other metropolitan area in 

the country.)    

  

Regardless of his small 

section on the Cardinal, I still 

say that  James McCom-

mons tells the story of Am-

trak like no other I have 

read.   I have traveled many 

of the routes he has and 

can visualize his stories for 

myself.   He doesn't sugar 

coat any portion of the sys-

tem and if this book is any 

indication of the man, it 

seems that he does listen to 

what people have to say.   It 

should be in every narrator, 

rail person, rail worker  or rail 

fans mandatory reading.    I 

can sum up most of the 

scenes in the book by say-

ing: òPeople send messages 

without saying a wordó. His 

written descriptions are 

priceless.  

  

The book is published 

by the Chelsea Green Pub-

lishing Company of White 

River Junction, Vt.  

 

www.chelseagreen.com   

 

277 pages with a fantastic 

index    

ñññññññññññññ-- 

Note from Editor:  

You save $ if purchased at 

Amazon.com:  

List Price: $17.95 

Amazon Price: $12.21  

You save: $5.74 or 32%  
________________________________ 

You may submit your articles 

to editorgg@yahoo.com  

(Continued from page 6) 

U.S. Passenger Rail and its preservation (Continued)  

http://www.chelseagreen.com


 

JANUARY  2011    8    GONDOLA GAZETTE 

The January Board 

Meetying has been 

chabged to Tuesday, 

January 18 at the CPH 

Building @ 7:30 p.m. 

due to three Board 

Members being out of 

town on the normal 

meeting night.  

  

There will be a Super 

òTacoó Bowl Party on 

Sunday, February 6, 

2011 starting at 5:30 

p.m. at the CPH Build-

ing.  Tinaõs Tacos will 

again be featured 

along with refresh-

ments. If you plan to at-

tend please bring a 

dessert or some type of 

goody like a salad, 

meatballs or something 

tasty.  This will mark our 

4th year and your at-

tendance will help to 

make this event a suc-

cess in 2011.   

 

Do you have an email 

address that we do not 

have at the office?  If 

so please send us an 

email at 

CPHRRHS@AOL.COM  with 
Member Email Address 

in the subject line or 

you may call the office 

at 866-639-7487 with 

any email updates or 

new info such as ad-

dress changes.  Our 

editor does not do our 

address updates, that is 

handled through the 

office.  If we have your 

email address we can 

let you know when 

meetings are cancelled 

or changed, along with 

updates on illnesses or 

death notices.  

 

Thank you, Don  

From the office of Don Maxwell  

A motion was made by Bill Conley at the September Board Meeting as fol-

lows.   

 

Motion # 08102010B: Due to the fact that there is not enough help in South 

Yards, I propose that we get rid of one of the VRE cars either by selling, do-

nating or scraping.  Motion passed with 2 opposing either scraping or selling.   
 

Our CPH by -laws state:  

Article XI. General, Section 3. PURCHASE AND SALE OF ASSETS VALUED OVER $1000.  Must 

be approved by two thirds of the membership in attendance at any regular meeting of 

this society, provided that the purchase or sale has been introduced as business at the 

previous regular meeting of the membership and that notice of such purchase or sale is 

published in the previous issue of this Society before final action is scheduled to be taken.   
 

(Please consider this the notice of such sale, donation or scraping .)   

VRE Car Motion Made at September Board Meeting  
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Dec. 15, 2010  

NORFOLK, VA. - It's on to Ohio in 2011 for "Brainy" 

and Norfolk Southern's "Train Your Brain" safety 

campaign after completing a two -year successful 

run in east central and northern Indiana.  
 

The 2010 campaign made its own mark for atten-

tion -grabbing creativity, no small feat for a pro-

gram that from its beginning has featured a cos-

tumed giant pink walking brain as its mascot.  

 

Brainy is a silent safety sentry who without saying a word helps train people to be smart 

around grade crossings and railroad property. Brainy made 18 public appearances in 

2010, from the 13th Annual BBQ Rib Fest at Fort Wayne to the gridiron clash between Notre 

Dame and Utah, one of seven Notre Dame home games that Brainy attended. No one 

could miss the rotating brain perched atop the Train Your Brain tent at tailgating events. 

Fans had their photos taken with Brainy and viewed them on Brainy's Facebook  page and 

on the Train Your Brain website at www.brainysworld.com .  

 

David Julian, NS vice president safety and environmental, said a serious message is behind 

the campaign's whimsical approach. "Most all car -train collisions and trespass incidents, 

along with the resulting tragic injuries and deaths, are preventable by drivers and pedestri-

ans being safe around railroad tracks and paying attention to highway warning signs and 

signals," Julian said.  

 

The campaign was refreshed in 2010 by dramatic billboards featuring slogans such as, "I 

raced a train and all I got was this lousy full -body cast." In a stroke of good timing, the cam-

paign's theater screen ads started running about the same time as the train crash movie 

"Unstoppable" started showing.  

 

In 2010, the campaign distributed a total of 

45,863 novelties, including 3,218 T -shirts, 

15,300 stress brains, 12,475 puzzle sheets, 

4,050 stickers, and 3,720 car decals.  

 

The message is simple: Think smart at high-

way -rail grade crossings, and stay off rail-

road property and equipment. For more in-

formation, visit www.brainysworld.com. Nor-

folk Southern also is a longtime supporter of 

the national highway -rail grade crossing 

safety campaign, Operation Lifesaver.  

Norfolk Southern's 'Train Your Brain' public 

safety awareness program heads to Ohio  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brainys-World/42720371056
http://www.brainysworld.com
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Submitted by Larry Kidd, Amtrak Narration Coordinator  

P050 had a 46.2% on -time average in November. Primary causes of delays 

were track & signals on CSX and operational problems on CSX. P051 had a 

58.3% on-time average in November. Primary causes of delays were train in-

terference on CSX and track & signals on CSX.  

Cardinal On -Time Performance November 
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 Those of us old 

enough to remember the 

precious friends who 

worked on Clay Countyõs 

Buffalo Creek & Gauley Rail-

road will enjoy this account 

of one of its resurrections in 

the previously òlostó Majes-

tic Mining years. When 

steam operations ended in 

1965, the fans mostly van-

ished. Few people chroni-

cled the diesel operations 

that followed.  

 But one fellow did ñ 

Bob Slavy. And by his own 

admission, he practically 

had the railroad to himself 

for a long time. He tells the 

following story about the first 

troubled day of operation, 

March 21, 1980, of a new 

diesel cobbled together for 

Majestic Mining by General 

Electric in Cleveland ñ MM 

No. 1.  

 Some men from Gen-

eral Electric had come 

down from Cleveland to 

look over Majestic Miningõs 

operation. When they no-

ticed the heavy grades, 

number of cars loaded 

each day and barely ade-

quate track conditions, they 

decided to cobble together 

an Alco S -2 body and frame 

and a Caterpillar 992 diesel 

motor surrounded by extra 

weights.  

 Slavy found the en-

gine ñ freshly painted in sil-

ver, black and jade green 

ñ sitting on a siding at Dun-

don when he arrived at 6 

a.m. on the 21 st. Three G.E. 

men were supposed to 

meet MM President Jerry 

Wardwell, the train crew 

and Slavy at 7 to start up 

the locomotive and familiar-

ize everyone with its opera-

tion. Shortly afterward, the 

problems started.  

 The G.E. crew had not 

shown up by 8 a.m. Ward-

well and Slavy set out in 

search of them, discovering 

a blue Suburban with Ohio 

tags and three men inside, 

driving around in Clay, 

hopelessly lost. They pulled 

them over and both vehi-

cles headed for the engine.  

 The G.E. men installed 

several parts that werenõt 

shipped with the locomo-

tive ñ including a throttle 

and reverse lever ñ but the 

engine wouldnõt start. The 

men went back to an auto 

parts store in Clay for ether 

to spray on the air intake 

vents. After a few more 

cranks, flipped switches and 

(Continued on page 12) 

THE FIRST DAY By Bob Withers, Chapter Historian  
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pushed levers, the new girl 

on the block awakened ñ 

with plenty of black smoke.  

 While all this was hap-

pening, conductor Carsel 

Hamrick flipped some 

switches and turned some 

levers on his own ñ and got 

the brakes working. Some 

nameless wag wondered 

aloud why G.E. sent its men 

down in the first place. They 

sheepishly got in their Subur-

ban and headed for Widen.  

 Finally, the workday 

started. Engineer Bobby 

Caruthers was the only one 

among the five men in the 

cab who was seated, be-

cause there was only one 

seat. After coupling to 15 

empty hoppers and pump-

ing up the air, the intrepid 

pioneers took off for Widen. 

(òTook offó is a relative term 

here, because the engineõs 

initial 30 -mile -an -hour speed 

slowed to a walking pace 

when it encountered the 

first grade. And the stated 

speed was all guesswork, 

because the cab con-

tained no speedometer.)  

 Brakeman Ashton 

Woods drove Wardwellõs 

car to Cressmont, eight rail 

miles from Dundon, where 

the two men were sched-

uled to change places.  

 The engine was sup-

posed to be built strong 

enough to haul 70 empties 

to Widen. When Wardwell 

noticed the dropping 

speed, he became irritated.  

 òIõm glad we havenõt 

paid for this thing yet,ó he 

groused.  

 The men wanted to 

take photos while loading 

sand from a shed at the 

lower end of Swandale, but 

about a half -mile short of 

that location, No. 1 sput-

tered and came to a gentle 

stop in front of the home of 

a man whom the crew 

called òAmbitiousó because 

he made his living by selling 

dray moss for 17 cents a 

pound. (òAmbitiousó also 

was known for throwing 

rocks at the trains if Bobby 

forgot to blow the horn in 

front of his house.)  

 The diesel had run out 

of fuel!  

 The fuel gauge was 

on the outside of the tank 

and nobody thought to 

check it, assuming G.E. 

would fill a ònewó engineõs 

tank with fuel.  

 Ambitious didnõt have 

a phone, so Hamrick 

caught a ride into Swan-

dale on a road grader ñ 

the only thing on wheels 

that went past the forlorn 

group during the three 

hours they were stuck. Even-

tually, two men, each driv-

ing a pickup truck, arrived. 

One vehicle was a service 

truck used to work on the 

big trucks on the strip job 2½ 

miles down from Widen. 

With some bleeding off of 

air and the addition of fuel 

from two 55 -gallon drums, 

the men started on their 

way again.  

 Wardwell got in his 

car to return to the loadout 

and told Hamrick and 

Woods to follow suit with the 

pickup drivers. That way, 

they could load some coal 

with the leased B&O GP -9 

6472, which was still on the 

property. That was the only 

way Wardwell knew to 

make up at least some of 

the time lost on this fateful 

day.  

That left only 

Caruthers, a BC&G me-

chanic and Slavy on the 

train, so the railfan was per-

suaded to help load the 

sand when they finally 

reached the little red shed 

with its stenciled BC&G la-

bel. It was the first day of 

spring, and as the tempera-

ture kept rising, Slavy won-

dered how the three of 

them would get the job 

done. The answer was forth-

coming. The railroaders 

placed two 2x10 planks 

from the ground to the en-

gine steps and set up a 

bucket -brigade operation. 

Bobby was on the ground, 

the mechanic was on the 

walkway, and Slavy walked 

the planks ñ toting 23 50 -

pound bags in all!  

Needless to say, Slavy 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

THE FIRST DAY (Continued)  
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was exhausted and sweating 

profusely in the hot cab as the 

little train grunted past the ruins 

of Georgia -Pacificõs aban-

doned sawmill.  

òBobby was at full throt-

tle and we were barely mov-

ing,ó Slavy says. òHe sounded 

the horn around each curve so 

as to warn the track crew 

ahead that we were approach-

ing. Itõs not as if they needed 

warning, with all the noise we 

were making running at full 

throttle.ó 

After almost another 

hour, the train arrived at the 

cleaning plant.  

The first trip finally had 

been completed, but Wardwell 

wasnõt convinced of the little 

dieselõs value. So he arranged a 

tug oõ war on the spot ñ be-

tween the 1,000 -horsepower 

newcomer and the 1,750 -

horsepower B&O geep.  

With the G.E. reps stand-

ing there with their mouths wide 

open, Wardwell told Hamrick 

and Caruthers to couple the 

two locomotives to each other 

and see which one could pull 

the other one backward.  

Carsel and Bobby had a 

short conversation, then 

climbed aboard ñ Bobby in the 

Alco and Carsel in the E.M.D. 

unit. Wardwell drew a line in the 

ballast with his boot and sig-

naled the contest to begin. 

Bobby quickly pulled Carsel 

downhill toward Dundon.  

Carsel cried foul, com-

plaining that the grade was 

against him.  

So Wardwell had them 

reverse positions of the locomo-

tives so that Bobbyõs steed was 

on the uphill end toward Widen. 

Carsel had a smile on his face, 

but not for long. Bobby and his 

little Alco pulled Carsel uphill, 

too!  

With that, Wardwell 

handed over a $330,000 check 

to one of the G.E. guys. The 

stout little Alco had proven that 

it was òthe little engine that 

could.ó 

Unconfirmed reports hint 

that Carselõs complaint and 

subsequent smile were evi-

dence that the two men had 

made a bet on the outcome, 

but ñ as the news networks say 

ñ independent verification is 

impossible.  

Anyway, MM No. 1 

proved to be what G.E. had 

promised. After a few more 

bugs were worked out, she be-

came capable of pulling 70 

empties to the loadout and 80 

loads back to the CSX Transpor-

tation interchange at Dundon 

ñ even though the usual pace 

was 5 miles an hour!  

òOh, well,ó one crewman 

was overheard saying, òwe 

donõt have anything but time 

on this railroad anyway.ó   

(Continued from page 12) 

THE FIRST DAY (Continued)  

Please join us for the 4th Annual CPH Super ñTacoò Bowl Party 
 
World Headquarters -  
1323 8th Avenue,  
Huntington, WV 
 
5:30 p.m. - ? 
 
Sunday, February 6th 
 
Please bring a dessert or some kind 
 of snack! 
 
(If you canôt bring a snack or  
dessert, a donation would do!) 
 
Tacos and refreshments will  be provided. 
 

IV  

SEE THE 

GAME  

ON TV!  

2011 Super ñTacoò Bowl Party IV 
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Easter Bunny Express - Saturday April 23, 2011  
The 11th annual running of the Easter Bunny Express will depart from our Con-

nersville Grand Central Station and make 4 round trips south to the Easter 

Bunny Patch 2 miles away. Don't forget your Basket. Come and meet the 

Easter Bunny and hunt for his Golden Egg. The egg hunt is open to ages 8 and under. Reser-

vations are recommended. Prices are $9.00/person 2 and up. Train departs at 10am, 12pm, 

2pm & 4pm. Train operates rain or shine!  Whitewater Valley Railroad . (765) 825-2054  

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

Easter Bunny Excursion Trains!  SATURDAY, April 16 & 23, 2011 
Sponsored By Tennessee Central Railway Museum www.tcry.org  

Boarding 8:30 AM - Departure at 9:00 AM  

From TC Ry Museum Station, 220 Willow St in Nashville TN  

ALL RESERVED-SEAT PASSENGER TRAIN SERVICE 
NASHVILLE-WATERTOWN & RETURN 

Come ride with the Easter Bunny on Tennessee Central Railway Museumõs clas-

sic traditional American streamlined passenger train to Watertown! In Watertown there  

are Easter Egg hunts for children of all ages. Bring your cameras so you can take  

pictures with the Easter Bunny on the train! Order your tickets soon as these trips will  

sell out quickly!  

¶ Regular Seats - $31 All Seats Are Reserved  

¶ Children Under 12 - $20 Regular & 1st Class Only  

¶ First Class Seats- $41 
¶ Dome Seats - $70 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Join us for the 2011 Easter Bunny Train!  The Saturday before Easter, April 

23rd, we have invited a furry friend of ours to join us on the train.    "All Aboard for fun!"  

 

Everyone enjoys taking turns getting bunny hugs and handshakes.  There are plenty of 

smiles to go around as we head down the tracks this early in spring to see the fresh green 

leaves and lovely flowers blooming along the way.  A treat for the adults, as well.  

Join us this year with your "some -bunny" special!  

 
BLUEGRASS RAILROAD MUSEUM 

175 Beasley Road         859 -873-2476 

Versailles, KY 40383       800-755-BGRM 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Note from Editor:  

 

I have put the Easter Bunny Excursions in because some 

of these sell out early!  
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28th Annual Show  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

DALE SMITH 

Greenbo Train Show 

Coordinator  

740 - 532 - 6102  

conan56@sbcglobal.net  

Sponsored by:  

Collis P. Huntington Railroad 

Historical Society, Inc.  

866 - 639 - 7487 or 304 - 523 - 0364  

7- 1/2ó Gauge Operating  

Live Steam Train Rides  

Operated by  

Joe Holbrook and Don Saager  

Saturday  

March 19,  2011  

9 a.m. -  6 p.m.  

 

Sunday 

March 20,  2011  

9 a.m. -  4 p.m.  

FREE  

RIDES 

Tri - State Model Railroad Show  

4Train Layouts 

4Circus Train Layout  

4Scale Trains 

4Collectible Trains 

4Train Parts 

4Thomas Toy Trains 

4Concessions 

4RR Books  

4RR China 

4RR Silver 

4Railroadania 

4RR DVDs 

4RR Collectables 

4CPH Souvenirs 

GREENBO LAKE  

STATE RESORT PARK 

965 LODGE ROAD, GREENUP, KY 

41144  

Free 

Admission 

Free 

Parking 
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1323 8TH AVENUE 

MAIL TO: P. O. BOX 393 

HUNTINGTON, WV 25708-0393 

 

PHONE: 304-523-0364 

FAX: 304-523-0366 

EMAIL: CPHRRHS@AOL.COM  

C OLLIS P .  HUNTINGTON 

RAILROAD H ISTORICAL 

SOCIETY,  I NC .  

Non Profit Organization 
PAID 

Huntington WV 
Permit 9 

Gondola Gazette  

JANUARY 2011  

Dated Material 

Please do not delay  

Weõre on the Web! 

www.newrivertrain.com  

 

The January 2011 Chapter Meeting will be held at 

the Depot in St. Albans, WV on the 4th Tuesday, 

January 25, 2011.  We hope to see you there, espe-

cially if you live in the St. Albans/Charleston area, 

because that is why we have meetings in               

St. Albans!  

CHAPTER OF: 

MEMBER OF: 


